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to itself. The invisible borders which surround it, as
Ottawa is only too well aware, are fatal to whoever
would violate them. When all is said and done, it is
the secret of its destiny that, except for itself, no one
has ever possessed it, and no one ever will.

Perhaps that is not exactly what the founders of
Canada proposed to do; but it is what they have done.
In the very beginning of the book, Mr. Jean Bruchesi
aptly recalls the words of Gabriel Hanotaux: "France
has always sought to spread beyond its own borders."
That is true; but the age of empires is past. The day
is close at hand when, having lost all that swelled their
bodies, there will remain of these empires only those
qualities of the soul which they have been able to
infuse into their former possessions. That will be the
moment for Clio to appreciate this marvellous ad-
venture. Better placed than we to discern what passes
away and what remains, what is real and what only
appears to be, Clio will know that the history of
Canada has for long centuries ceased to belong to the
history of France. "Yet it is not likely that she will
decree that the Frenchmen of long ago have failed so
greatly in their enterprise. The arms of France are no
longer there, but its arts and its laws are, and the cross
set up by Jacques Cartier sees the number of its
worshippers incessantly increase. Nothing is lost that
deserved to be saved, and no one who has read this
book can doubt that fact; for if the conception was
French, the execution was the work of the Canadians
themselves. What cause for regrets do either of us
have? There was no failure.
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